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SUBJECT :LETELIER/MOEFITT ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION: 

TOWNLEY EXPULSION FROM CHILE 

1 . FOLLOWING IS UNOFFICIAL, UNCORRECTED EXCERPT FROM 
NOON PRESS BRIEFING APRIL 10, 1978 FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
AND GUIDANCE: (FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT) QUOTE: 

WE HAVE BEEN ADVISED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE THAT 
ASSISTANT US ATTORNEY EUGENE PROPPER RETURNED APRIL 6 
FROM HIS SECOND VISIT TO CHILE IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
LETELIF.R/MOFFTTT ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION. HE BROUGHT 
WITH HIM THE FORMAL RESPONSE TO THE LETTERS ROGATORY, AND 
THOSE RESPONSES WILL BE TURNED OVER TO THE DISTRICT 
COURT. THE CHILEAN GOVERNMENT COOPERATED FULLY AND 
EFFICIENTLY WITH THE INVESTIGATORS AND, AS A RESULT, 

PROGRESS WAS MADE WHICH MIGHT NOT OTHERWISE HAVE BEEN 
POSSIBLE. WE EXPECT THIS COOPERATION TO CONTINUE. END 
QUOTE. 
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2. QUOTE 

Q. ON THIS CASE, TOM, THE RETURN OF ONE OF THE ALLEGED 
SUSPECTS, TOWNLEY, I GUESS IT IS. 

A. YES, MICHAEL V. TOWNLEY. 
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Q. HOW DID THE STATE DEPARTMENT ARRANGE THAT? HE WAS 
NOT, AS I UNDERSTAND, EXTRADITED? IS THAT RIGHT? 

A. I'M ABLE TO CONFIRM THAT MICHAEL V. TOWNLEY, AN 
AMERICAN NATIONAL, WHO MAY BE A KEY WITNESS IN THE 
INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSASSINATIONS OF LETELIER AND 
MOFFITT IN 1976, WAS EXPELLED ON SATURDAY MORNING FROM 
CHILE. HE ARRIVED IN THE UNITED STATES SATURDAY EVENING, 
APRIL 8, AND WAS PLACED UNDER ARREST. 

NOW SINCE WE ARE AT THIS STAGE AND THESE PROCEEDINGS HAVE 
GONE THUS FAR I'M GOING TO SUGGEST TO YOU THAT ANY 
FURTHER QUESTIONS BE ADDRESSED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE. 

Q. TOM. WHAT I WAS TRYING TO FIND OUT WAS HOW, WHAT WAS 
THE PROCEDURE UNDER WHICH HE WAS EXPELLED? DID THE 
UNITED STATES REQUEST IT AND WAS THAT PART OF THE EFFI- 
CIENT COOPERATION WE RE GETTING FROM THE CHILEAN GOVERN- 
MENT? 

A. I'M NOT SURE I HAVE A PRECISE DEFINITION FOR YOU OF 
WHAT PROCEDURES WE EMPLOYED. IF YOU WOULD LIKE ME TO 
FIND OUT FOR YOU UNDER WHAT THEORY WE WERE DEALING WITH 
THE CHILEANS, I WILL BE GLAD TO DO SO OR IF WE HAVE AN 
EXTRADITION TREATY WITH THEM. IS THAT THE TYPE OF..? 
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Q. SPECIFICALLY, DID WE REQUEST IT AND IS THIS THE 
PROCEDURE THE ONE WE REQUESTED? IN OTHER WORDS, DID THE 
SEQUENCE BEGIN BECAUSE THE US WANTED IT? 

A. I WILL CHECK THAT FOR YOU. 

Q. TOM. ARE YOU SUGGESTING THAT WITH HIS RETURN YOU'VE 
GOT NO FURTHER CLAIMS ON THE GOVERNMENT OF CHILE WITH 
RESPECT TO THIS CASE? 

A. NO, I’M NOT NECESSARILY SUGGESTING THAT. I AM 
SUGGESTING THAT WE EXPECT THE COOPERATION OF THE CHIEF. AN 
GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE IN THE FUTURE IF WE HAVE OTHER 
MATTERS WHICH WE NEED TO RAISE WITH THEM ABOUT THIS 
PARTICULAR CASE. 

Q. BUT YOU DON’T KNOW IF YOU HAVE SUCH MATTERS AT THE 
MOMENT? 

A. I WILL CHECK THAT FOR YOU. 
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Q. IN THE INTERROGATION OR THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS, 

WE HAVE SEEN REPORTS OUT OF CHILE THAT IN FACT THE 
SUSPECTS HAVE NO ANSWERS, TOWNLEY PARTICULARLY ANSWERED 
ONLY WITH HIS NAME AND NOTHING ELSE. IS THAT IN FACT THE 
CASE? 

A. I'M NOT ABLE TO GO INTO THAT FOR YOU. I SUGGEST THAT 
YOU ASK THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AS TO WHAT RESPONSE MR. 
TOWNLEY MIGHT HAVE MADE. DO I HAVE FURTHER QUESTIONS ON 
THE LETELIER MATTER? 

Q. (FIRST PART INAUDIBLE) TO CHILE THERE WAS REQUESTED 
TWO PERSONS INVOLVED. WHAT HAPPENED TO THE OTHER GUY, 
TOWNLEY AND A CHILEAN? DO YOU KNOW THE STATUS? 
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A. I DON'T KNOW WHAT THE STATUS OF THE OTHER ONE IS. 

END QUOTE. 

3. QUESTIONS TAKEN BY SPOKESMAN WILL NOT BE ANSWERED; 
QUESTIONERS WILL BE REFERRED TO JUSTICE DEPARTMENT. VANCE 
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